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Copied fron material loaned by B.A. Dunnam, Richton, MS. FROM a letter, 29 Avril 19465 


Mrs. Commander used questionnaires, and after thanking him for the return of a 

questionnaire, she continued: 
No one can successfully do the sort of work I am doing without help from the ~ 
members of the family and T am so wey grateful for your cooperat tion and. will. 
ingness to help. i 
Some’ one gave: the name of ‘Rev. Maxie Disheiaem ‘in Californias T itrbte to him 
and he\referred: me to his’ father, Mr. M.M.Dunnam, of Rictiton, who, you told 
me, was son-of Rev. Lewis Dunriams Rev. Macie’ Dunnam sent the information’ ug 
sent to-him ‘to -his father and asked him to help me. “TI have also written Mr. 
M.M. Dunnam myself and asked for assistance. Perhaps if you and Mr. MLM. Rm 
Dunnam would get together the’ two of you would ‘Likely beable ‘to put two. . 
and: two. together" and come up with some additional information which would be 
very helpful... +1: think, all of; us are anxious: to “know just: exactly who wevaré" 
and we are certainly obligated to get some thing into writing about our fami- 
lies sp that our children, and their children, will have the information and 
not have. to. "dig" forit,.for this is a-long and/expensive project... 
The reason that TI ask different members: of the same family: practically the 
same questions is that one will perhaps~remember something that the other has 
forgotten and will make the picture much clearer. For instance, the informa- 
tion you have given me has connected another Dunnam Family; -as a matter of 
fact, two other Dunnam families. When I can get all the information it is 
possible to get, I plan to make a record of it for the family, ‘mich as’ T have 
done for the Commander: Family. The connection would be way back, but is am a 
connection, nevertheless, and I need all the Dunnam information I can get. 
T have a researcher and gnnealogist: now working in South Carolina: on these 
families, trying to get all the information from that’ state. .o1. 85 tees 


2 May, she sent a copy of the death certificate of _Ebenezer_ M, Dunnam, and 
includes this: 

You will note that your uncle, Mr. James N, Dunnam ,_ gave the information _ 
concerning his father to: ‘the’ authorities, and that he stated your ‘grand. 
father was born Sépt 29; 1829, an Mabama. You have -told we that he camé as 
a boy, with his father from the Carolinas to Mississippi . 

Mr. James Ni Durnam also stated that your grandfather died in Bothwell 
Commmnity, Greene County, MD, on June 12, 1920, and that he was son of 
Ebenezer Dunnam and his wife, Elizabeth __—ss«éDunmam, and that he apparently 
did not know where either of his grandparents ‘were born. The death certifil 
cate does ‘not show where your grandfather was buried. : Tt does show that! 
your Grandmother Dunnam was deceased at the time youn Grandfather Dunnam died. 


over 
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‘Fron, letter: hii May 1965: 
T have at, as “yet, ‘learned definitely who was the father of John Peter” 
Dunnam. . These photostat: copies of the John Peter Dunnam Bible, and other 
facts, now. prove that you and: the other descendants of Elizabeth: (MeCants) 
Dunnam are descendants of Samuel Commander. of Prince George Parish, Craven 
_ County, S.C. through Elizabeth (MeCants ) Dunnam and daughter of Samuel” 
Commander. 
eevee. esWhen IT ask you sone thing twice, or three ‘times , ‘please bear with | 
‘iev cI do that because I warrt’.to be absolutely ‘sure T ‘understand ie oe 
eae tell 1 me's T ai’ sure you can: realize ‘the: ay senso of this. ; 


ja ee ra Oe ae “ cE oe - not * y hehe 


fal 


Ve. B. ee Datinan had abbashbedls a nore of lined - pier’ with these’ names 
(faintly at the top Erastus’ W. Dunnam) | Be 
e Ji immie We “Dunnain, 1403 th s. -E. ’ Winter Haven, Yee Sey 


Barbara Landers ; 309: california Ave. =e “MS © 


Wallian M; Dunnam" Mey F ant 4 fa T oe J 
James T. ~Dunnain ale Maina Sty -Femandina Beach; ‘Flay ae ory « 


Jone! D Everett, “519° Nv oak. Clift’ ‘Bid: sari Mes has Teco tRessyt ved T 
Joan Dunnam,. Dallas, Tx.” ten ot amtyrd , sor Chm’ 


r 1 


titer of he ee I. Semen’ that Fiveshe Ww Sere Winter: Ticentas was mee 
» Mr...B. A. Dunnam's FON, but: ity way that: tin and vanes ab were his. sons, is 
June Dverett and Joan ‘Duman are the daughters of var and James Menor: 
Ex he. Wass the ‘sont of: James N Dunnatn , 
* Mrs. Eoenies nena ‘enewerinie mail almost 10 wanes ago, we acted that : 
she was-in poor ‘health... Some -of this we would never have seen if Bhe =~ 
“« had not- worked ‘on it, -and- T-would take her word as true. D.D. ag 
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5313 Garrick Avenue 
Fort Worth, Texas 76133 
19 August, 1980 


Dear Mrs. Strickland: 


Thank you for the fascinating letter, which T received 14 August, as some 
our mail was mis-directed, hence the delay. I do appreciate your excellent 
work on the court records about Jjénnie Strickaand--with that and the lists 
of Jennie Strickland's children, and Ebenezer Dunnam's children, a total 
of twenty people, not the same people, I think there is no doubt that 
Jennie Hale Strickland is the Jennie who married Ebenezer Dunnam. Since 
the first name we had for Fb's wife was Elizabeth » it has occurred to 
me that she might have been Jennie Elizabeth, or Flizabeth Jane. 


Since she was not in Robert C Dunnam'ts Bible, as Eb was, I thought she was 
already dead at the time of his marriage 1837. Robert did have daughters 
named Jane and Elizabeth. We do not know anything about Elizabeth, but 
either could have been named for a grandmother. 


T am sending you what I have about Robert C Dunnam's family and copies of 
material from Mrs. Beatrice Commander. In 1970, my daughter Diana and T went 
to State Line, and were directed to Eva Dunnam, widow of James McGilvry _ 
Dunnam, at @ld Avera. She said she did not know about the Dunnams, but felt 
we should talk to her husband's cousin Birley (Mr, B.A.) she thought he was 
near 80 years old, then. ‘She took us to see him, he lived near Richton with 
wife and her twin, darling little ladies. He loaned me what he had, and T 
got some from Sam E Dunnam, too, he worked with Mary Ann Havens, and Mrs. | 
John Perrin, who died about four years ago. Birley Dunnam was a descendant 
of Ebenezer McCants Dunnam, but from the question page, you will see why he 
was important to us. 


Mildred T Ivy is the granddaughter of Thomas J ‘Dunnam, one of Robert Dunnams* 
sons. She lives at 506 N. Jackson Ave. Quitman, MS 39355. She is_a very busy 
lady, but if you are there, you could get some more names from her. In_1974 
her Aunt Jessie Dunnam Snelgrove lived in Meridian with two daughters. About 
2 years ago she and one daughter died, the other daughter went to Houston. 
However--there were other cousins, charming Mississippi ladies (no one can be 
any nicer). We meant to work up group sheets, but Mildred had so many things 
happen, she just really did not have the time. 


T do not know who J. F. Roberts could be--you will see that here is Roberts 
for the third time, there must be a connection, but I have no clue, 


My husband's grandfather James Wesley Dunnam, came to Texas in 1866, after 
being released by Union Army, in Meridian. Tn 1864, Branch Knott Brage's 
daughter Nancy Elizabeth (called Betty) was married to M.L.Roberts, That is 
all we ever found out about him. By 1871, JWD was back in Meridian, and 
married Betty Brage Roberts, a widow. Where they were in 1870, we don't know. 
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The third one, of cousse, is in the record of Mrs. M.L. Dumam's suit in 
Meridian, 


IT have not included a group sheet on JWD, as none of them stayed in Mississippi, 
I thought it would not help. 


When we talked to Mr. Birley D., he knew JWD as Jim, and when T asked about 
Betty Bragg or Roberts, he nodded, he knew who IT meant, but never knew them. 
I would think he did mow of some Roberts, tho. 


On the 26 answers--We never found out who (#24) the one in Picaune was. 
#21-~He told us Robert was the "First child of his parents", but I suppose 

he meant the same. He also told us, as he had Mrs. Commander, that three 
brothers came from South Carolina: Eb, Nat, and Bill. T never worked that 
out. Eb McCants Dunnam was almost certainly born in Alabama. Nat was Nathaniel 
Bill was William, who lived at Dumnam's Bluff. And the first Ebenezer was an 
herbalist. (One account of Eb's father, John Peter Dunnam, described him as 
a physician). : 

I have copied some material from Mrs. Commander's letter, T hove she would not 
mind, as I think it helps give some background, not to mention scope!, and T 
believe some of it might be helpful, since you are near the places. 


I am sending some the material that I send to you, to Mr. Mills, but not all 
of it. TI fear he will be disappointed, but maybe we will still find the 
answer to some of these puzzles. 


2 


If it appears that I have omitted something that would be helpful, please 
do let me know, any bit of information I have, I am glad to share. 
I asked Mr, Mills, but I thought it would not hurt to ask you, too--do 
you. know if the 18/5 Mississippi State Census has been published in some 
periodical? At the Ft Worth P,,blie library, I was told that it is not. 
available in Texas, unless it is in some publication. Besides working on 
my husband's family, I am trying to help some cousins trace my father's 
people, Fitzgerald, also from Mississippi, and just about as complex as 
the Dunnam families. 


Best Wishes, and I will look forward to hearing from you again. 
Sincerely 


Mrs. James unNnam 
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2517 Rowell Street 
Mobile, Alabama 36606 
August 12, 1981 


Dear Jean 


The Dumhams in S. Ce are such a mixed-up bunch that I hardly kmow where to 
start, but I shall try. I have been in contact with others researching our 
Dunhams, and so far as I know this is all that has been put together about them, 


We know of two Dunham families which appear im the early 1700's. We have 
found nothing on their previous history. 


John Dunham. 

From Sally & Olsbert, Warrants for Lands in South Carolina, 1672-1711, he had 
a warrant for 400 acres of land in Berkley Co. 11/71/1708, and another, amount 
not stated, 9/1/1709. : 

He died 28 April 1725, leaving a will recorded 7 March 1727, mentioning the 


following: 

Wife: Hannah 

Children: Johm (be 5/26/1714) Births furmished by Ruth White, 
Hannah (be 6/7/1717) Mathews, Va.e, from St. Thomas & 
Sarah (b. 1/29/1720-21) St. Denis Parish Records. 
Ebenezer 


In Colonial Records of S. Ce, Jourmal of Common House of Assembly, 1742-1744, © 
John is referred to as a Constable at Georgetown Winyaw. I assume this John 
is the one. 


Jacob Donom (This information comes from an abstract of his will. I believe he 
would be the same generation as the above John) 


Colkton County, planter. Will signed Jam. 25, 1745/6; proved Feb. 11, 1745. 
No wife is mentioned. 
Daughter: Sarah Donam, under 21 
Sons: Jacob.. Donam, under 21 
Daniel Donam: 
Jonathan Donam ' 
James Donam — 
William Donam Expecurtrre 
John Donam 


My line goes back to Robert Dunham in S. ©. who doesn't seem to be connected 
directly with either family. According to a Davis family history--and I don't 
know where the researcher got his information on the Dunhams--Robert and his 
brother Ebeneezer were born in Massachusetts, came with their parents to 
Georgia about 1735 and to Dorchester, §S. C. im 1744. They later moved to 

the Georgetown District which is the same area as John lived in. There are 
things that don't quite hang together about Davis's information, But these 
two don't seem to go with anybody, and I haven't identified Ebeneezer at all. 
Robert married Susan Burn (Bourme) in Dorchester in 1746. They had the 
following children: 


Elizabeth hb. 1749 m. Johah Woodberry Robert be 1760 m Davi 
Susan b. 1752 m. William Davis Thomas be a See alla 
Joseph be 177? Hannah be 1764 m. Benjamin Davis 
Ann b. 1748, m. John Peter Port 
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My line comes down through Robert and Mary Amm, and I gave you the info. on 
them in my first letter. 


Your line does go back to Samuel Commander, Sr. I have his will. He also 
had warrants for land in Berkley County. 


He died 17 Sept. 1733 in Prince George Parrish, Craven County, S.C. His 
will, probated 29 Jan. 1735, mentions: 
Wife: Elizabeth 
Children: Samuel 
John 
Joseph 
Hannah - m. Elisha Screven 
Elizabeth - m. Burtenhead Boutwell 
Abigail - minor - m. John Smith 
Dorothy - minor 
Frances - minor - m. Ebenezer Dunham 
Rachel - minor -~ Me McCants 


The question is - Which Ebenezer did Frances marry? The brother of my Robert 
or the son of John? I have some pages from the Commander history by Beatrice 
Commander (I assume the one whom you mentioned as being deceased). 
She lists the children of Frances Commander and Ebenezer Dunham as 
ae Perhaps John P,. Dunham (From South Carolina Baptists: "The Georgetown 
Baptist Church was incorporated December 19, 1801. Among 
those who signed the petition for incorporation were? eee 
John P. Dumham...his mother was Frances Commander...His 
father was Ebenezer Dunham." 
b. Perhaps Ebenezer Dunham, Jre 
And perhaps others. 


Joseph Commander, son of Samuel, died in 1772. His will mentions no wife 
or children, but leaves property to neices and nephew, inecludimg Eliz abeth 
Dunham, daughter of his sister Rachel McCants. According to the Commander 
history, Rachel had previ ously been married to a Brockington, Zuexyxkad 
Rachel and McCants had one known child Elizabeth who married Johm Peter 
Dunham. I did think that Bliz. married the J. Pe, son of Frances and Eb, 
They would have been cousins gmt that was not unusual. 


I have come across the Cutino information, however, and saw other possibilities. 
Your statement that the mother of Je. Pe is said to be the daughter of 
Peter Cuttino supports this idea. 


I am enclosing an extra copy of some Cuttino material I have. Another 
researcher wrote me that she had some information from the Huguenot Ass. 
of S. Carolina which says "Elizabeth Duttimo possibly married a Dunham, 
since Johm Dunham was exec, on Peter Cuttino's will." His will, signed 
Oct. 30, 1760, left something to "my three grandsonx, viz--Johm Durnnam,. 
Ebenezer Dunham and Jacob Dunnam." Her thought was that Bhe married 

Johm, the som of the first Johm I listed. She might also have married 
John the som of Jacob Donom,. I think she would be the daughter of II.B. 

on the attached, 


I hope you can make something out of this confusion. I know there has to 
be a connection between all these Dumhams, and since Dunham childrin in 
my Dumhams and the Miss, Dunhams were given the same names in so many 


cases, there has to be a relationship. If you turn up any more pieces 
to the puzzle, I would appreciate your passing them on to me. 
Sincerely 
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30 Jan 1981 


Dear Jean, fn m 


Thank you for your lett 
and all the info you sent 
me last month. I was de- 
lighted especially to hea 
about the Old Edwards Cemetery on “ll Y 
Homa (where my father used to take me swimming). I 


suspected there was a family cemetery, but didn't 
know where. I am hoping to visit relatives inMS 
this summer as soon as school is out (if my teenage 
boys don't all have jobs) andvisit the cemeteries. 
I wrote my aunt in Waynesboro about the info you 
sent and whe was interested and wanted copies of 
everything. According to names she gave me 18 yrs. 
ago Ebb Dunnam had a son named Robert Cutno--perhap 
he is the Robert C. that youhave a lot on; I am 
wondering too if his name should be "Cuttino" as 
that is the surname of John Peter Dunnam's mother 
aad #randfather. 

At the LDS Library in Dayton, I found that 
Ebenezer Dunnam's name was Jincey Strickland. Could 
"Jincey" be the same as your Elizabeth Jane? My 
aunt had his wife's name as possibly "Nancy". Its' 
interesting that one of his grandsons married a 
Jincey (Prentiss) too. 

Have youever corresponded with Irma McLain on 
the Dunnams? I got her nameand address from the LDS 
Library as having submitted Dunnam records to Salt 
Lake City, but when I wrote her, my letter was 
returned, so I don't know she has died or perhaps 
just moved. I'm tryng to find her. 
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I Didn't have the names of Martha McLain's 
parents, so thanks forthd too. . 

I really appreciate all you sent me. 

One thing you may of may not have--I noticed 
that youonly have one wife for William Lawrence 
Dunnam (son of N.Alexander). He was my Xakkerxks 
mother's father and is buried in Sunset Cemetery 
in Richton (as mre my mom, dad and grandmother 
and others). His first wife was Maggie Cochran 
and she was the mother of hs first five children-- 
four of which are still living and one is my Aunt 
Rowena in Waynesboro. If you'd like any names and 
dates let me know. Maggie died and he married 2nd 
Lizzie Brewer. Its thought that she died in child- 
birth and he then married my grandmother Nettie 
Leona Edwards when she was just fourteen years ago; 
his oldest daughter was either thrrteen or fifteen. 
His children with Nettie were my mother andher two 
sisters--the youngest born after his death. My 
mother was six years old when he was killed ina 
moonshine raid. My grandmother later married again 
to Bruce Jeffcoats and had three sons. So my mom 
by being n the "middle bunch" had lots of siblings. 
My Aunt R. likes to say tho she isn't related at 
all to the "younger brothers" she feels like they 
are her little brothess too. One of them died a 
yr. or two ago. Bruce died only a few years ago too 
I may be giving you more than you want of my family 
so if you want names and dates do let me know. One 
more thing, WL Dunnam's first two wives are buried 
next to him, but my grandmother is across the cem. 


Thanks again. cadens? f 
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